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The public roundtable titled Lenguas desiguales: Local Struggles 
for Linguistic Justice brings together indigenous rights advocates, 
sociolinguists, and multilingual broadcasters from Argentina and 
Luxembourg to exchange concrete experiences of language-
based exclusion and strategies of resistance.

At the heart of the discussion lies a shared concern: speakers of 
different languages are not treated equally. Around the world, 
linguistic hierarchies shape access to education, services, legal 
systems, and public voice. Whether in rural Argentina or 
institutional Luxembourg, many people are forced to adapt to 
dominant language norms—or remain unheard.

In Argentina’s Chaco region, home to more than 30 indigenous 
languages, speakers of Wichí, Qom, and other languages often 
find that public services are only available in Spanish. Legal 
documents, school curricula, and healthcare communication fail 
to reflect linguistic diversity. In this context, organisations like 
Wichi Lhomet and the Consejo Nativo de la Mujer Indígena del 
Chaco (CONAMICH) play a critical role. They train young people 
in bilingual education, produce indigenous-language content, 
and use audio-visual media to raise awareness of the cultural 
and political value of their languages. Their work challenges 
both institutional neglect and deep-rooted discrimination.

In Luxembourg, linguistic inequality takes a different form. While 
the country officially promotes multilingualism, the reality is 
often shaped by strict hierarchies between Luxembourgish, 
French, German, and the migrant languages such as Portuguese, 
Arabic, or Tigrinya. For example, Portuguese-speaking children—
who belong to the largest language community in Luxembourg—
are disproportionately tracked into vocational streams at school, 
largely due to linguistic profiling and lack of support in their 
home language. This creates long-term effects on access to 
university and social mobility.

This roundtable forms part of the Luxembourg phase of the 
Redes_Ling project, a four-year EU-funded research initiative 
investigating how language inequality is produced, experienced, 
and resisted across diverse settings. The project brings together 
partners from Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, Spain, Denmark, and 
Luxembourg—including sociolinguists, Indigenous activists, and 
community media practitioners. While the contexts vary, the 
shared questions remain urgent: What happens when people are 
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denied access, recognition, or participation because their 
language does not match institutional norms? And what 
solutions can we develop together, across borders and 
experiences?

In Luxembourg, the one-month focus examines how 
communication tools—such as multilingual radio, translation 
apps, social media, and community newsletters—can be used to 
resist exclusion and improve access to information and 
representation. The emphasis is on practical strategies: how to 
strengthen local schooling initiatives, amplify marginalised 
voices, and support networks that work toward more inclusive 
and participatory communication landscapes.

The Luxembourg phase includes collaborative fieldwork with 
local and international partners, multilingual broadcasts 
produced jointly at Radio ARA, and a concluding public workshop 
at Radio ARA on 28 June at 14:00. The roundtable at Esch Clinics 
sets the stage for these activities, offering a space for critical 
dialogue between people who live and work across linguistic 
borders.
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