
014 ON MUTABLE SOCIOLOGY 
IN THE CITY

Matylda Krzykowski
Felix Ganzer

1/2The 
Esch 
Clinics

October 1, 2024

Go into the city.
See what is happening.
Try to read the space.

Looking at a city is similar to approaching a person.
Is it introverted? Is it extroverted? 
How much interaction is needed?

Cities function differently during different times. 
See the city in the morning, see the city in the afternoon, 
see the city at night. 
Come back the next day and do the same. 
Visit the city in summer and winter 
and come back in fall and spring. 

Do not only look, speak to the city via its people. 
Talk to all kinds of people, not only your people  
They are stakeholders, contributors, inhabitants, citizens. 

What are you missing in your city?
What are everyday problems? Or challenges?
How do people make use of the city?
How to describe a place?

One can think of the city in three aspects:
HOW IT LOOKS
HOW IT FUNCTIONS
HOW IT FEELS
(They don’t always align) 

Document how it looks. 
Document how it functions. 
Documents how it feels. 
Look at it properly.
Look at it closely.
Revisit again. 

Sometimes it helps to find a pattern:
Doorways, signs, decoration, furniture, 
facades, plants, materials, colors, shops, 
offices, balconies, roofs, construction sites, 
public buildings, social infrastructures, public spaces, 
pedestrians, cyclists, traffic flows, markets 
and human behavior.
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Interviews can be a tool to understand the city. 
In interviews it is important to listen.
Give people space to speak.
Do not assume what is not there. 

Leave a note with your question and your contact.
Be kind.
Give people time and they will eventually get back 
to you with something that will inform you. 

If you want to speak about the city 
and you want citizens to be involved, 
your language must be clear. 
Plain language makes it easier for the public 
to read, understand, and to engage. 

Enter a dialog to understand a place. 
Spend all week at Cultures of Assembly. 
Place chairs in front of the space. 
Invite passers-by. Serve tea.
People will understand you are there 
and that you are interested in them. 

You can build a whole city with words.
Every word is like a brick.
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