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This lecture frames the need for a legitimate grassroots political 
sphere, that interrupts the hegemonic and binary paradigm of 
the Market and the State. It uses the discourse of the distributive 
commons as a theoretical framework that can articulate and 
structure this ‘other’ political sphere. By a formal redistribution of 
power between Commons (grassroots), State and Market, where 
each one has very different logic, procedures, economics and 
practices this ‘other’ space can force systemic change and 
accountability in the other two. 

Based on both empirical and theoretical research in the past 24 
years, Khonsari uses a diagram of commons-public partnership 
to structure this talk. The map starts with politically disengaged 
residents and their journey towards engaged political action by 
restructuring systems and reframing environments in the city. 

This move to politicise society whose civic engagement has been 
reduced to consumption or coercive consultation has impact on 
neighbourhoods. If we reframe the neighbourhood as the nexus 
of political decision making rather than centralised government 
where decisions are made, then how does that both change the 
way we re-imagine the city and reform politics.
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